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PART

1.1 IDI OBJECTIVES

PREFACE

Kicking off the Calgary Fringe Festival, Sunfest is historic 9th Avenue’s annual street 
fair.  In 2010 throngs of Calgarians visited Inglewood to enjoy the fair that opens the 
festival on the Saturday of the August long weekend.

 - Photograph by Greg Audley
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1.2 INTRODUCTION

1.3 INGLEWOOD DESIGN
    INITIATIVE

Map of Inglewood
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 Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada
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1.4 COMMUNITY
 CONSULTATIONS

1.5 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF AN URBAN VILLAGE

Looking north-easterly from Scotsman’s Hill over the sparsely developed Ramsay in 
the foreground to the vibrant urban village of Inglewood on the other side of the CPR 
tracks c.1906.     - Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.

Inglewoodonians engaged in “guerrilla gardening” at Colonel Walker School. - Photograph by Elizabeth Carra.
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1.6 OVERVIEW OF DESIGN
GUIDELINES AND
PLANNING TOOLS

- Diagram by DPZ.
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- Illustration by James Wassell

- Diagram from SmartCode V.10.0.



PART

2.1 THE INGLEWOOD STORY
2.2 THE COMMUNITY’S EARLY HISTORY: 
  BEGINNINGS OF AN URBAN VILLAGE

For decades, the Calgary Brewing and Malting Company was a center of both com-
merce and culture in Southern Alberta. During these years, the Brewery Gardens 
were the premier public space of the Calgary Region c.1950. 

- Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives

Official subdivision plan for Inglewood west of 11th Street SE and the north end of Ramsay c.1890. - Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.
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2.3 DEVELOPMENT IN
INGLEWOOD: 
1920 TO 1970

2.4 INGLEWOOD’S STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE

Official subdivision plan for Inglewood east of 11th Street SE and west of 15th Street SE c.1890. 
- Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.

The “Urban Renewal” Truck. - Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.
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2.5 URBAN PLANNING IN 
CALGARY IN THE 1960’S

2.6 GRASSROOTS DEVELOPMENT IN THE 1970’S

This c.1961 Airphoto of Inglewood reveals the historic industrial uses along the CPR’s Edmonton Line still intact with heavy industry new-comers the Gulf Can-
ada Refinery and the Con Force Plant.  While plans to intersect the Deerfoot with Memorial Drive on top of the community would be successfully deflected, 
within the decade the Blackfoot Trail would cut Inglewood in half. - Historic Airphoto from the University of Calgary.

Early meeting of the Inglewood Community Association’s Redevelopment Committee 
at Jack Long’s home, the historic Major Stewart House. - From the Glenbow Archives.
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2.7 1973-1993: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
INGLEWOOD DESIGN BRIEF

2.8 URBAN RENEWAL AND GROWTH IN THE 1990S

Opening day at the Rhubarb Patch. - Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives. The facade of the newly constructed Rhubarb Patch from 8th Avenue. 
- Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.
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PART

3.1 AREA REDEVELOPMENT PLAN RESULTS

Looking west along the Historic 1200 Block of 9th Avenue, the heart of “downtown” 
Inglewood’s main street.                - Photograph by Roberta McDonald.
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3.2 URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE ARP

3.3 CHANGING THE DEVELOPMENT PARADIGM
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- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.

INGLEWOOD LAND USE



PART

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.2 DEMOGRAPHIC PICTURE

IDI — SECTION 4

The incredible variety and range of food offerings in the community are an 
indication of the diversity of Inglewood.  Historically a community where 
citizens of the humblest means lived productively as neighbours with some of 
the City’s wealthiest citizens, the aspiration is that Inglewood will increasingly 
grow in diversity so that Calgarians of all ages, stages, wages, and ethnic 
backgrounds can proudly call themselves Inglewoodonians.

- Photograph by Roberta McDonald.



4.3 CRIME IN INGLEWOOD

Alley Transformation
This alley was an area that consistently failed the safety audits undertaken by the 
police and the community.  Redesigned as a muse, crime and incivility would have 
nowhere to hide, and little tolerance from tight-knit neighbours.

50th Street Transformation
With the block-long blank wall of the new Sobey’s planned to replace the open park-
ing lot on the east side of 50th Street, the community was concerned that the area’s 
lack of eyes on the street was about to go from bad to worse.  The long term plan 
involves extensive redevelopment on the west side of the street along with a “liner 
building” of apartments above shops that would be built against the back wall of the 
Sobey’s and create a main street environment.

BEFORE

BEFORE AFTER

AFTER

STAGE 1 STAGE 5

ALLEY BEFORE
ALLEY AFTER

50TH STREET BEFORE
50TH STREET AFTER

Images and Diagrams by PlaceMakers Canada
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4.4 INVENTORY OF INGLEWOOD SERVICES AND RESOURCES

4.5 AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN INGLEWOOD

Originally donated to the City of Calgary for that most excellent game of bowls by the Cross family, the Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club remains well used and loved by an 
expanding demographic of Inglewoodonians and Calgarians.                  - Photograph by Mark Shannon.
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4.6 CULTURAL MILIEU

4.7 RELIGIOUS LIFE IN 4.9 BUSINESS ACTIVITY IN 

INGLEWOOD INGLEWOOD

4.8 INTERPRETIVE AND RECREATIONAL 
  OPPORTUNITIES IN THE COMMUNITY OR NEARBY

Good advice is always available on the sandwich board in front of Swan’s, one of 
Inglewood’s beloved pubs.            - Photograph by Roberta McDonald.

The historic Garry Theatre, now home to the Ironwood Stage and Grill, anchors 
Inglewood’s vibrant live music scene.       - Photograph by Roberta McDonald.

Inglewoodonians congregating in the historic Trinity United Church, now home to the arts-supporting Lantern Community Church, for the 2011 Bleak Mid-Winter Film Festival. 
- Photograph by Roberta McDonald.
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Maintained by a cadre of volunteers, the rink at the Inglewood Community Associa-
tion Hall is a center for neighbourhood based sports both winter and summer. 

- Photograph by Carmen Marquis.
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5.1 IDI OBJECTIVES,
CONCEPTS AND 
STRATEGIES 

PRINCIPLE 1 PROMOTE INCLUSIVENESS WITHIN INGLEWOOD

PRINCIPLE 3 ENSURE SAFETY AND CIVILITY IN THE COMMUNITY

PRINCIPLE 2 PROMOTE POPULATION GROWTH IN INGLEWOOD

This mews-type development offers a potential model for Inglewood’s alleys - par-
ticularly for the alleys separating 9th Avenue main street buildings from the general 
neighbourhood character of 8th and 10th Avenues.  Alleyway Mews offer the benefits 
of buffering higher and lower intensity environments, provide a high-quality reservoir 
of affordable housing, and combat crime and disorder by putting “eyes on the street” 
in areas that traditionally suffer from lack of surveillance. 

- Photograph from the PlaceMakers Canada Photo Library.
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PRINCIPLE 4 ENCOURAGE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT WITHIN INGLEWOOD

PRINCIPLE 6 ESTABLISH INGLEWOOD AS A CENTRE FOR CULTURE 
AND THE ARTS IN CALGARY

PRINCIPLE 5 CULTIVATE BETTER RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Jack Long rallied the Community of Inglewood under the slogan “Every Man a Planner,” producing the Inglewood Design Brief in 1973.  Today, citizen participation in neighbour-
hood planning through Charrette processes is considered a best practice throughout North America.              - Photograph from the PlaceMakers Canada Photo Library.
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PRINCIPLE 7 PROMOTE INGLEWOOD AS A CULTURAL DESTINATION 
WITHIN CALGARY

PRINCIPLE 8 INCREASE AND DIVERSIFY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN 
INGLEWOOD

Installed just west of 11th Street on the south side 9th Avenue, this mural commemorating Inglewood’s Centennial is one of the the legacies of local artist Corinne Dickson’s 
practice in collaborative public art.                    - Photograph by Roberta McDonald.

The street lights of 9th Avenue are a legacy of Inglewood’s participation in the Alberta 
Main Street Project in the early 1990s.  The banners and seasonal light displays are 
maintained by the Inglewood Revitalization Zone (BRZ). 

- Photograph by Roberta McDonald.
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PRINCIPLE 9 PROMOTE POLICIES THAT MAKE IT EASIER FOR 
BUSINESSES TO LOCATE IN INGLEWOOD

PRINCIPLE 10 REDUCE DEPENDENCE ON THE AUTOMOBILE AND 
MINIMIZE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

PRINCIPLE 11 ESTABLISH A FORMAL PARK STRUCTURE AND 
MASTER PLAN

Diagram from SmartCode V.10.0. Image courtesy DPZ
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PRINCIPLE 12 PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES TO REDUCE 
INGLEWOOD’S ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT AND IMPROVE 
COMMUNITY WELLBEING

PRINCIPLE 13 PRESERVE HISTORIC STRUCTURES IN INGLEWOOD 
FOR FUTURE USE AND ENJOYMENT

Inglewoodonians and visitors participating in the May, 2010, Inglewood Jane’s Walk 
stand at the corner of 10th Avenue and 11th Street SE.  Their westward view takes in 
the historically significant livery stable of the National Hotel (c.1910) in the fore-
ground, the silhouette of the Merlin Block (2003) on the left, and the Inglewood Art 
Block under construction.             - Photograph by Darcy Kraus.

IDI — SECTION 5

- Photograph by Carmen Marquis.

From the co-generation-heated and powered Walker Court live-work units in the background to the community-donated, built, and maintained garden in front of Colonel Walker 
School, Inglewoodonians consistently demonstrate a commitment to sustainability.            - Photograph by Elizabeth Carra.



PRINCIPLE 14 PROMOTE COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION 

PRINCIPLE 15 LOST OR DAMAGED HISTORICAL ICONS 
SHOULD BE RESTORED 

PRINCIPLE 16 NEW DEVELOPMENT SHOULD RESPECT 
THE COMMUNITY’S BUILT HERITAGE

Beneath the box-like metal structure cladding the Brewery today lurks this beautiful 
1903 castle-like sandstone building.        - Historic Image from the Glenbow Archives.
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- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.



PRINCIPLE 18 MAKE INGLEWOOD A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE CAN LIVE 
WELL WITHOUT A CAR. 

PRINCIPLE 17 RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND INVOLVEMENT IN 
HISTORIC RESOURCES

IDI — SECTION 5

- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.

Inglewood’s Transit Future



PRINCIPLE 19 IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY BETWEEN DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF INGLEWOOD

PRINCIPLE 20 RELAX CITY-MANDATED PARKING PROVISIONS AND 
EXPLORE INNOVATIVE PARKING STRATEGIES
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PART

6.1 PROBLEMS WITH THE 
CURRENT PLANNING 
CONTEXT IN CALGARY
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6.2 PRINCIPLES AND

 
TOOLS FOR 
REALIZING URBANISM
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6.3 THE TRANSECT AS AN
  ORGANIZING PRINCIPLE

IDI — SECTION 6
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- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.
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HISTORIC INGLEWOOD STREET SYSTEM

CURRENT DENDRITIC STREET SYSTEM

- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.

- Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.



IDI — SECTION 6

 - Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.

 - Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.
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6.4 DESIGN DETAILS AND

   

TREATMENTS IN 
INGLEWOOD

Gateways of Inglewood
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 - Diagram by PlaceMakers Canada.

The Zoo Bridge  - Photograph by Roberta McDonald.
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Inglewood triangle lands map

Built in the 1930s, the Brewery Gardens were one of Calgary’s most important public 
spaces for decades.      - Historic Image from the Glenbow. 



PART
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

IDI — SECTION 7



INGLEWOOD DESIGN INITIATIVE — PAGE 35


